if he would retire and settle quietly near Jerusalem; but
even now Jem refused, declaring he would be content with
nothing less than a share of the Empire. Bayezfd therefore
ordered his troops to march against him, but the Prince
managed to elude them and make his escape to the coast,
whence he sent a message to D'Aubusson, the Grand Master
of the Knights of St. John, at Rhodes, praying his hospitality
and assistance against his brother Bayezfd. This the Grand
Master gladly consented to give, as he knew that the pos-
session of the Ottoman pretender would be a powerful weapon
in his hands should the Sultan ever think to threaten the
territories of the Order. He accordingly sent a vessel, in
which Jem embarked on the 26^ July, 1482, when he took
what was to be his last farewell of the land of his fathers.

A short voyage brought the Prince and his followers to
Rhodes, where the Grand Master and his knights received
them with every mark of honour and respect.1 The Prince
was magnificently entertained, but the courtesy of his hosts
was only surface-deep; before he placed himself in their
power, they had pledged to the fugitive their knightly word
that he would be free to leave their island in all security
when he pleased, but they knew the value of the prize that
fortune had put within their hands, and were fully determined
that it should not slip from their possession. And so, that
they might keep him in the greater security, they shipped Jem
off to France, and straightway entered into an agreement with
the Sultan whereby, in return for an annual payment of 45,000
florins,2 they undertook to hold the Prince in safe custody.

Jem, accompanied by a suite of thirty followers, had left

1  In   the  contemporary  European   recoids the name of Jem appears under
the conupt form of Zizim or Zizimi.  The Italians of those days seem to have
used  the letter Z  to  represent  the   sound which we give to j (or ch), thus
cjanizaii' for the Tuikish Yeni-cheii.

2  For the value of the florin, see p. 26 , n. 2,